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I have therefore proved your Reasonings 111 propor-
tion'd, which you can never prove my figures to be;
they are those of Michael Angelo, Rafael & the Antique,
& of the best living Models. I percieve that your Eye
is perveted by Caricature Prints, which ought not to
abound so much as they do. Fun I love, but too much
Fun is of all things the most loathsom. Mirth is better
than Fun, & Happiness is better than Mirth. I feel that
a Man may be happy in This World, And I know that
This World Is a World of Imagination & Vision. I see
Every thing I paint In This World, but Every body does
not see alike. To the Eyes of a Miser a Guinea is far
more beautiful than the Sun, & a bag worn with the use
of Money has more beautiful proportions than a Vine
filled with Grapes. The tree which moves some to tears
of joy is in the Eyes of others only a Green thing which
stands in the way. Some see Nature all Ridicule & De-
formity, & by these I shall not regulate my proportions;
& some scarce see Nature at all. But to the Eyes of the
Man of Imagination, Nature is Imagination itself. As a
man is, so he sees. As the Eye is formed, such are its
Powers. You certainly Mistake, when you say that the
Visions of Fancy are not to be found in This World. To
Me This World is all One continued Vision of Fancy or
Imagination, & I feel Flatter'd when I am told so. What
is it sets Homer, Virgil & Milton in so high a rank of
Art? Why is the Bible more Entertaining & Instructive
than any other book? Is it not because they are ad-
dressed to the Imagination, which is Spiritual Sensation,
& but mediately to the Understanding or Reason? Such
is True Painting, and such was alone valued by the
Greeks & the best modern Artists. Consider what Lord
Bacon says: "Sense sends over to Imagination before
Reason have judged, & Reason sends over to Imagina-